
Geography One Page Overview 
 

Intent: 

Our curriculum has been designed to ensure our young people thrive, achieve and flourish 

 
   Children thrive – all children 

will benefit from 
opportunities to build their 

geographical knowledge and 
develop a broad range of 

skills as geographers.  

 
Children achieve – children 

will work to achieve age 
related expectations, and 

others greater depth. They 
will build a base of 

geographical knowledge and 
skills to support them in the 

next stage of education. 
 

  
Children flourish – children 

will appreciate and be 
enthusiastic about geography 
topics and associate this with 
a better understanding of the 

world around them. 

 

 

 

 

Implement: 

Coverage through Geography curriculum: 

Our Geography curriculum has been designed for our children and our context. For example, in Y1 pupils study 

the four countries and capital cities of the UK. In Y3 pupils study geographical regions & key human and 

physical features of the UK, drawing on their knowledge from Year 1. These topics have been selected in order 

to build a progression of knowledge, where pupils we begin with a concise knowledge of the UK, World and their 

local area, delving into a deeper understanding of each as they move through the Key Stages. We have also 

ensured there are learning opportunities for children to explore each continent and make comparisons with 

there knowledge of UK geography: Year 4: Europe, Year 5: the Americas & Year 6: a range of continents. This 

curriculum provides full coverage of the National Curriculum and progression within and between Key Stages.  

Consistent teaching sequence  

Geography units will contain sequential lessons, where learning from previous lessons (and years) is built upon, 

allowing children to make connections in their learning. Units will also include: 

Geographical Enquiry – when introducing a new topic in Geography pupils should have the opportunity to ask 

geographical questions and enquire about their topic of interest based on prior learning knowledge. E.g: Where 

is this place? What is it like? (And why?) How and why is it changing? How does this place compare with other 

places? How and why are places connected? 

Location Skills - identify and locate their place of interest using maps, aerial photographs, the internet and other 

sources of information. 

Subject-specific vocabulary (including human and physical features) - understand the key vocabulary associated 

with their topic of interest and understand the meaning of them in a practical/real life context. All pupils will 

access language from their knowledge organisers and knowledge walls within the classroom. 

Application (including outdoor learning) - use the outdoors to understand process, map reading skills, 

directional language, to develop their fieldwork skills based on their learning. 

Learning environment 

Pupils have access to knowledge organisers for each new topic which provides key knowledge, language and 

meanings to understand Geography. Additionally, classes have knowledge walls which are updated throughout 

the topic. This ensures children can visibly see and interact with learning and understand the progression within 

the sequence of lessons. These walls further build key knowledge, vocabulary and questions and exemplify the 

terminology used throughout the teaching of Geography, and enable pupils to make links across the wider 

curriculum.  

Approaches to teaching 

A wide variety of teaching approaches are used in Geography lessons to ensure children make good progress, 

and all learning styles are catered for. Class teachers ensure there is a good balance of whole class, group work 

(including Kagan structures) and individual learning in Geography lessons. Where possible we use a variety or 

resources (as stated above) for children to explore and investigate. We believe that studying maps and 

ordinance surveys, and recording their own observations will develop knowledge, understanding and 

geographical skills. We aim for children to identify, understand and know the difference between Locational and 

Place Knowledge, Human and Physical features and develop geographical Skills & methods of Enquiry. 

Extra-curricular:  

• Displays around school showcasing children’s learning.  

• Regular visits, visitors and involvement in the community activities. This provides first-hand experiences for 

the children to support and develop their learning and cultural capital. We recognise that to have impact 

the planned cultural capital must be clearly linked to the statutory Geographic knowledge to be acquired 

and provide the opportunity for children to better understand the knowledge or apply what they already 

know. 

Assessment: 

At OAT we have an assessment system which breaks down the curriculum into individual statements. It has 

“what to look for” guidance to help teachers identify gaps in children’s knowledge and understanding.  Teachers 

complete twice a year, at the end of each Geography topic, highlighting skills which have been covered in that 

topic. Teachers base their judgements on the quality of written work in books, dialogue, oral responses and any 

projects or investigations undertaken.  

Monitoring: 

Book looks, planning scrutiny & lesson observations by Geography Lead.  

Impact: 

We believe that the impact of our Geography 

curriculum is that: 

• Geography learning is loved by teachers and 

pupils across school, teachers have higher 

expectations and more quality evidence can be 

presented in books.  

• All children will use geographical vocabulary 

accurately and understand the different strands 

of geography, with a deep understanding of the 

Earth’s key physical and human processes.  

• Children will begin to make relevant links from 

geography to other curriculum subjects, such as 

history and science.  

• Children will improve their enquiry skills and 

inquisitiveness about the world around them, 

and their impact on the world.  

• Children will realise that they have choices to 

make in the world, developing a positive 

commitment to the environment and the future 

of the planet.  

• Children will become competent in collecting, 

analysing and communicating a range of data 

gathered.  

• They will be able to interpret a range of sources 

of geographical information and they will 

communicate geographical information in a 

variety of ways.  

• All children in the school will be able to speak 

confidently about their geography learning, 

skills and knowledge. 

Data (2018/19): 

• Phonics-  

• KS1: 

• KS2:  

 

Teacher CPD/monitoring: 

 

Community/families: 

• We want to ensure our children have a sense of self and 

belonging to their community of Manchester and how it fits into 

the geography of the wider world because of the migration of 

peoples and the human & physical features which have drawn 

people to the city. 

• In Key Stage 1, to enable children to identify four countries and 

capital cities of the UK, understand some of the key physical and 

human concepts and identify the seven continents & five oceans. 

• In Key Stage 2, to look further afield and know of key physical and 

human features of countries across the continents, develop a 

broader vocabulary to capture these features and be able to 

produce well-considered comparisons between the UK and other 

countries. 

• To inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about their world, 

locally and globally. 

• To gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s key 

physical features (rivers, mountains, lakes, biomes) and those of 

nations in the wider world. 

• To recognise how human geography has shaped this nation. 

• To understand the connections between local, regional, national 

and international geography. 

• To develop children’s ability to apply geographical skills, such as 

the use of maps, atlases, globes, ordnance surveys and computer 

mapping. 

Along with each of these objectives, it is our intention that our Geography 

curriculum equips our pupils to know more, remember more and 

understand more about the world around them. 


