
VIKINGS



WHO WERE THE VIKINGS?
Vikings were the seafaring Norse people from southern Scandinavia (present-

day Denmark, Norway and Sweden)who from the late 8th to late 11th

centuries raided, pirated, traded and settled throughout parts of Europe, and

explored westward to Iceland, Greenland and Vinland. In the countries they raided

and settled, the period is known as the Viking age and the term 'Viking' also

commonly includes the inhabitants of the Norse homelands. The Vikings had a

profound impact on the early medieval history of Scandinavia the British

Isles, France, Estonia, and Kieran Rus.

Invaders, predators, barbarians – the Vikings 

are often portrayed merely as one-dimensional 

warriors whose achievements include little 

more than plundering and raiding. In 793, 

terror descended on the coast of Northumbria 

as armed raiders attacked the defenceless 

monastery of St Cuthbert on Lindisfarne. The 

terrified monks watched helplessly as the 

invaders made off with a haul of treasure and a 

clutch of captives. It was the first recorded 

raid by the Vikings, seaborne pirates from 

Scandinavia who would prey on coastal 

communities in north-western Europe for 

more than two centuries and create for 

themselves a reputation as fierce and pitiless 

warriors.



VIKINGS WEAPONS

In the Viking Age a number of 

different types of weapons were 

used: swords, axes, bow and arrow, 

lances and spears. The Vikings also 

used various aids to protect 

themselves in combat: shields 

helmets and chain mail. The 

weapons that Vikings possessed 

depended on their economic 

capacity.

These are some the weapons that vikings used over 

1000 years ago.



VIKING SWORDS

Swords were double-edged and 

about 35 inches long. Most 

were pattern-welded, which 

means wrought iron strips and 

steel were twisted together 

then hammered into a blade 

with a hardened edge. Swords 

were often highly decorated 

and many had names such as 

Blood-hungry or Leg-biter.

The weapons were made 

with iron, and often 

decorated with inlaid, or 

encrusted silver or copper. 

The sword was the most 

prized weapon. A richly 

decorated one was a sign of 

the owner's wealth.



VIKING AXES

Battle axes had long

handles, were light, well

balanced and deadly.

Battle axes had a variety

of head shapes with a

cutting edge from 3 to 6

inches. Later axe heads

were much larger, from 9

to 18 inches long. The

long handle allowed the

warrior a longer reach in

a fight.

Axes were a more common viking 

weapon than swords because they 

were cheaper and could also be 

used for wood cutting.Axes ranged 

in length from one to five feet and 

in weight from one to six pounds. 

A longer heavier axe required the 

use of two hands, thus making the 

viking sacrifice the use of a shield.



VIKING SPEARS

They consisted of metal heads with a blade and a hollow shaft, 

mounted on wooden shafts of two to three metres in length, 

and were typically made from ash wood. The spear heads 

could measure between twenty and sixty centimetres with a 

tendency towards longer heads in the later Viking Age.

They ranged in length 

from three to ten feet. 

Blades came in many 

different shapes and sizes 

such as long spikes and 

broad leaf. There are 

stories of skilled warriors 

catching spears in flight 

and using two hands to 

throw two spears at the 

same time.



VIKING BOW AND ARROWS

Bows were used primarily for 

hunting, but they were also used 

in battle in situations where 

men desired to target their 

opponents from a long distance 

away. In mass battles, archers 

opened the action before the 

opposing sides closed to fight at 

close range.

Vikings were also skilled with bows and arrows. 

The weapons were made with iron, and often 

decorated with inlaid, or encrusted silver or 

copper. 
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